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At the time of his sudden death on the 19th of March 1923 (at age 61 in an Indianapolis hospital), 
George E. Kessler maintained their primacy family residence in St. Louis, Missouri,  in this house 
located at 51 Vandeventer Place.   
 
Within this most prestigious of St. Louis’ fabled private places, the Kesslers’ house had been 
designed by the Boston architecture firm of Shepley, Rutan, and Coolidge -- originally as a 
home for millionaire John T. Davis.   
 
Vandeventer Place, in its entirety, was demolished during the 1940s. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Bellefontaine Cemetery and the Roman Catholic Calvary Cemetery are adjacent burial 
grounds in St. Louis.  They have numerous huge tombstones and monumental mausoleums. 
They contain the burials of a number of famous people, one of whom is George E. Kessler.  
 



 

 
 
 

The part of the Bellefontaine Cemetery where Kessler and his family are buried is 
surrounded with gigantic tombstones and mausoleums, such as this Neo-Egyptian 
extravagance. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

George E. Kessler’s grave is among the most modest.  His tombstone is now covered by the bush in the 
center of this picture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

George Edward Kessler:  1862-1923 
 
      To the right of George E. Kessler is buried his wife… 
 

 
 

Ida Field Kessler:  1865-1931 
 
 
 



 
 
 
To George E. Kessler’s left is buried his son… 
 
 
 

 
 
 

George Edward Kessler Jr.:  1906-1971 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Behind them are the graves of a spinster sister of George E. Kessler …  
 

 
 

Antonie Louise Kessler: 1863-1947 
…..  and their mother… 
 

 
 

Clotilde Kessler geb. Zetzsche:  1832-1911 (maiden name ”Zetzsche”) 
 



 

 
  

Not far from the graves of the Kesslers is buried Adolphus Bush, the famous St. 
Louis brewer, and his wife.  The architect of Bush’s Adolphus Hotel, Tom Barnett, 
also designed this magnificent Gothic mausoleum. 



 

  
 

William Clark, co-leader of the Lewis & Clark Expedition, is also buried in this 
Bellefontaine Cemetery of north St. Louis. 

 



 
 

Civil War general William Tecumseh Sherman is buried in 
the adjacent Calvary Cemetery (the Roman Catholic area). 
 

 
 

Notice the pennies left along the ledge above his name. 
 

(End) 


